
S 0 U T H E N D B U S H A N 

~ JANUARY 1978. 

A BELATED HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL 

SOUTHEND COACH OPERATORS. 

A rather quiet time at present with only one "New Vehicle" appearing in 
the area. 

COOKS COACHES - Wl"....STCLIFF. 

SNH 73R Bedford YHT Plaxton C53F. 
ex Comex London 9/77 via dealer. 

STEVENS (FOUR SEASONS) SOUTHEND. 

SOLD 323 EDV Bristol SUL4A ECW B36F. 

CHANNEL COACilWAYS - SOUTHEND. 

SOLD VYO 767 Bristol HW6G C39F. 

SOUTHDID TRANSPORT. 

The vehicle used on t he 400 .service for Christmas Day was 394. The JTD 
series worked in the main on the 400 on the next two daye as well. The 
journeys operated by Ensign Bus Co. were worked by ST Vehicles on hire . 

Southend Transport are generally covering EN - CY duties on service 3 in 
the afternoon and evenings . 

Unusual Route Working 

365. 
208. 

31/12 
8/1 

16/l 

R24 
Rl 
R5 335. Bournes Green only. 

PD3's have been on hire to Lesney - Rochford for Staff Tran.sport. 

EASTERN NATIONAL 

My thanks to Paul Harvey for some interesting notes regarding Hadleigh 
and Canvey depots. 

HH Depot. 

LNS 1784 - 1817/21/35 allocated !or 3A and 3.5A.24.25A evenings . 

VR's allocated 2B. 21.23A and 29 (Sunday) 

RE 's allocated l .14.24.24A.27.28. 

LN 1726.1743. general spares . 

F'LF's 28ol/5/49 generall y used on School Contracts from Rayleigh & Hockley. 
All semi FLF are allocated for services 2.3 . 5 . plus 2937 on the 5. 

CF 1509 and CF 18oo on loan to replace 3061 and 1546 which are at Central 
Works. 
CF18oo is generally worlting CY duties. 

CY Depot . 

1737 accident damage being r epaired at Hadleigh . - (latest - now back in 
service). 

Hadleigh Depot are also helping to cover CY duties when possible on 
services 27. 28 and the Greyhound service 3X and on some occasions between 
Canvey and Basildon on 151 during t he evenings and Sunday, in !act HH have also 
covered BN duties on the 151. 

The closure of CY depot seems likely to take place in April. 

II -

Docking spare FLF 2741 is a r egular performer on the 251 • . 
Interested in:-

Southend Trams Borough Motor Services 
Early Westcli !! and other old Sout hend Views 

then send S. A.E. for latest l ist of photoes to :-
SOUTHEND BU!:iHAN PHOTO s -.::HVICE , 6 MANDEVILLE WAY, BENFLEEI' , ESSEX SS7 4LH. 



• TRANSFERS IN:-

TRANSFERS OUT: -

NIL 

1600 

2741 

2752 

D/L ex 

CF ex 

BN ex 

SD 

HH now on loan to SD. 

RH 



SOUTHEIID BUSMAN 
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SOUTHEND COACH OPERATORS. MARCH 1978. 

The first 1 S 1 reg 1 d PSV with a local operator is with UMBH Ltd . Southend. 

VHJ lllS Ford Transit Dormobile 12. 

FROST'S Co 1 s - LEIGH acquired 2/78. 

OEF 145K Ford R226 Plaxton c49F. 
ex Beeli ne - Middlesborough. 

SOLD: MEB 149G Bedford VAL. 

APT TRAVEL - THUtmE!'..sLEY acquired 1/78. 

VYH 495M Bedford YRT Plaxton C49F. 
Original National Travel (S .E. ) 

II 

CURRENT FLEET LISTS. 3/78. 

Conroy (Tarpots Co's) Benfleet . 

GJU 774D Bedford VASI Duple C29F. 

KNK 364G Bedford VAS5 Duple C29F. 

HTU 881C Bedford VA44 Duple C52F (not in use ) 

PARSONS (BLUE BIRD) - HADLEIGH. 

ANM 93L Ford Rl.92 Duple C45F 

RELIANCE - BENFLEET. 

GEL 677H Ford Rl.92 PlaxtoJ\ C41F. 

COX (CROWN Co's) - BENFLEET. 

GME 981J Bristol LHI.6L Plaxton c53r. 

EASTERN NATIONAL 

New ~ 1841 WJN 5615 saw service from CY for a short while, before being trall.15-
ferred to BD, it appeared with fleetnumber painted on and ne garage plates. 

The reason for 2741 at SD in January was because WG 2914 was involved in an 
accident and was replaced at WG by SO 2903. 
HH 2899 caught fire 2/3 operating on route 3 and was badly damaged . 

On 13 and 14/2/78 all Southend Transport Vehicles were washed at EN premises, 
London Rd. due to their washer breaking down. 

TRANSFERS IN:- TRANSFERS OUT:-

1765 HH ex BE 2?41 D/L ex SD. 

2833 SD ex BD 2753 D/L ex SD. 

28.50 SD ex CF 

Unusual Route Workinfis. 

5/2 CF 1702 R3 2 man. 11/2 CF 3019 R21 & R25 . 

7/2 CF 2804 R5 
25/2 SD 3053 R4oo 2 man. 

8/3 HH 3045 R2 2 man. 

SOUTHEND TRANSPORT. 

206/7 have been withdrawn and together with 316 when withdrawn a.re reported t o 
have been purchased by Lewington Upminster. 

PD3 344 D/L. 
11 336 is to be converted into a playbus. 
II 339 to be a training vehicle with RTT!'B. P.T.O 



PD3 315 to EN Pre£ervation Group. 

315 last saw oervice on 1/3. 

- 2 -

- - · ... .. .. . - -· .. 

On 1/3/78 with the t hreatened Rail Strike ST supplied Saloons and Double 
Deckers to IJ.oyds Bank to transport their staff to London. 

25/2 315 was working HR EN duties and was garaged at BR and was washed 
down there. 

Unusual Route lforkings. 

27/l Flee tline on r.ir~-~o Godward, Wickford for school contracts. 

14/2 374 R5A rrn duty . 

25/2 340 R251 Southend - Rayleigh Carpenters Arms . 

08o3. 09 . 47 . 17. 03 10.17 ex Central Bus Station. 

2/3 394 R5A HB duty. 

5/3 362 R23A Sunday working usually saloon operated. -- ·· 

On 12/3/77 the following L.T. SM Class Vehicles were in Tickfield Road. 

209. 374. 539/ 552/8 - 62. 



SOUTHEND BUSMAN 
N0. 27 May 1978 

With the start of a 1 other summe r coaching season , oper ator s are acquir ing 
various vehicles for their fleets . 

Fros t s Co •s , Leigh. 

Acquir ed 3/78 AMC . 71S1A Bedford SB5 

Channell Coachways , Southend Airport . 

Acquired EMK .389B Bedford SB5 

Cook (Highways) Leigh. 

Acquir ed 3/78 MWC.77J Ford R226 

Plaxton C41F 

Duple C41F 

Pl.axton C53F 

Cheldon Co ' s . Gt. Wakerin~. 

Acquired 3/78 NPU . 842M For d Transit 12 

Whitwell Co 1 s . Southend. 

Acquired HR0. 654c Bedford s:B13 

Supreme Co ' s . Hadleigh. 

Acquired 4/78 ELU . 604J :.EC Reli ance 

S.&.M. Coaches , Benfleet. 

Acquir ed 4/78 2727/8HJ ~eyland LI 
3/78 EKM. 878K Bedfor d VAS5 

Sold .\AR. 346F Bedford VAS5 

Duple C41F 

Plaxton C49F 

Weymann 
Dupl e 

B41D 
C29F 

ex . APT Thundersl ey . 

ex. Wiffen, Finchingfi el d. 

ex. Hayden , Gt.Waker i ng. 

ex. Lodge , High Faster . 

ex. N.T. (E) 

ex . Southend Transpor t 
ex. Wombwell Coahces , 

Barnsley. 

Leyland PS(T3A/4RI' is at present at Plaxton.s being f itted .with a Supreme body. Its 
former Duple body is la~. in. t he garage yar d. 

APT Travel . Thundersley. 

OEL. 886G Ford R192 Plaxton C45F. 

Sold EMK. 389B to Channel Coachways . 

Dorayme (Stubbington) Thundersley . 

Acquired YRT. 897J AEC Swift ECW B49D 

for use o~ stage routes in Hornchurch area. 

Cook , Westcliff . 

Acquir ed 4/78 NSP. 350li A.EC Reliance Plaxton C49F 

Southend Transport 

ex. ? 

ex. liaverley D~C . 

ex. ? 

With the closing E. NationE.l. Canvey gar age S. T. s t epped in and cover ed many CY and 
liH duties ,on Friday , 28th Apr il PD3 wer e seen on r oute 28 and CRL ' s were opera ting 
short duties (Leigh Beck - Tarpot s) on .route 151 and .3A. 

S.T. vehicles used on Friday wer e :- 334 342 347 349 
383 355 348 383 

S.T. vehicles used on Saturday wer e :- }1+1 377 375 39? 

Plaxton coaches 201/2 have been repainted wi th l ight blue window f rames , in place 
of the previous dar k blue. 

Unusual rout e workings :- 15/4 383 R3 
367 .225 
388 R24 

14/5 350 R3 

22/2 
23/2 

396 
359 

R24A 
R3 



- 2-

PD3 345 & 347 are now gener all y used f or Driver Training. Sal oon 209 is now a 
D. T. mobile classroom. 209 is now licensed as a pr ivate vehic l e . 316 was used 
on its fi nal day in service on route 7. Rayleigh - Shoebury. 

Eas t er n National 

CY Depot closed finally on 29.4.78. the last service to enter the garage was the 
3X Southend Greyhound bus . LN 1725 was the vehicle. CY allocation of 1719/25/ 37/ 
53/65/2890/6/2900/24/5/44 wer e all allocat ed to HH. 

Transfers in the area:- 2899 HH ex . PL works. 
2849 HH to D/L being pr epared f or Southend Bll.S Rally . 
2817/9 CF to HH 
2932 D/L(d) to fill to D/L(d) 
2937 HH to PL works. 
1726 cwu 
1511 MN t o HH to cover for 1726 . 

HH Depot have an acute shor tage of crew driver s, wher eby S. T. have been covering 
on routes 3 . 5 . 5A. BN ~ BD are helping out on the 151 . 

Hadleigh vehicle allocation 30/4./78 (thanks to Paul Harvey for i nfo. ) 

Mon- Fri . RE 1 S. 2B . 3. 21. 23A. 24A. 25A./27. 28 . 
VRT 1. 3. 21. 23A. 24/A . 27A. 151 . 251 . 
LN ·1 . 3. 5,\ . 14 . 21. 22. 23/\. 24 . 25 . 26A. 27. 28. 404 
FLF 28o1/5/17/9/25/49·- School Contracts & Dups 1.3. 22. 24. 

Rush Hour 3A. 27. 28. 
Semi FLF. 2. 3 . 3X. 5. 5•l· 151. 251 . 

Sat . RE. 24A. 25A. 
VRT 3. 23A. 24i"1 . 
LN 3 . 23A. 3X. 5n. (1784/1817/21/35 3A. 24. 25A) 
FLF(Semi) 2. 3 . 5 . 5~ . 151. 251 . 

Sun. LN 3. 5<> . 24. 29 . 404 (151/251 evenings) 
VRT 3047. 5,\ . 3o60/1 3 . 
FLF(Semi) 2 all day 3. - 1 f or morning 3 . late 251 . 1 all day 151. 

Unusual route wor king : 29/4 SD 3013 R3 2 man 

Published E.N. E.G. (Southend Branch) PJS478 



S 0 U T H E N D B U S M A N 

SOUTHEND COACH OPERATORS. NO 28 

Channel Coachways - Southend Airport. 

Acquired: - END 4150 

Supreme Coaches - Hadleish. 

NEW : 'IJll"N 135S 

UMBH - Southend. 

Acquired: - TKG· 8N 
HEK 911N 

Kemn - Rochford. 

Acquired :- DJG 63oc 

S & M Coaches - Benfleet . 

Acquired: - REW 987K 

JRK 623K 
MUL 632L 

Bedford V AM5 

Ford Rlll4 

Ford Rlll4 
Seddon lV 

AEC Reliance 

Leyland PSU5/4R 
ex Whippet Hilton. 
Leyland PSU3B/4R 
Bedford VAS5 
ex Grey Gr een. 

MUL 632L carries Fleetnumber 6 . 

Vehicles Renumbered : 

JNK 561N now No . 1 
PJH 453H now No . 4 

Duple 

Plaxton 

Duple 
Pl axton 

Park Royal 

Pl axt on 

Plaxton 
Duple 

JULY 1978. 

C45F 

C53F 

C53F 
C57F 

C49F 

C57F 

C53F 
C29F 

Ex GM P.T . E. Leyland PDRl/l A.DN 207B has still not entered service and is now 
partly cannabilised. 

Bedford VAS HWW 243J is now owned by Shell (U . K. ) Ltd. 

Currently parked at S & M' S out station , the Springfield Cafe near Corri ngham are 
LCO 845/50 Leyland PD Metro Gammell H59R ex PlYI!Jouth 45/50 via Powell Wicker sley. 

SOUTHEND TRANSPORT. 

New Fleet Chassis are being stor ed in London Rd. 

S. T. are still coveri ng EN schedul es from Hadleigh Garage and s ome duties of 
Southend Garage. These working are too numerous to r ecord, but some noteable 
workings have been: -

9/7 311 R67 
28/6 356 R2 to Tarpots only. 

Leyland National demonstrator FBV 525S was on hire 8/7 - 13/7 a nd was used on 
various routes, will we see Blue/Cr eam Nationals? It was involved in an acc~den.t 
with a car transporter at the 62 terminus at West Road. 

MJN series saloons have been on hire to Frosts Coaches , Leigh for school contracts . 

EASTERN NATIONAL 

Transfer s In : -

Transfers out: -

2819 
3046 

HH 
HH 

New Vehicle . 

to CN 
to BE 

FLF HH2849 bas appeared at various r allies so far Southend , Hillingdon N. 
Chel msford and plans a re to go to London , Bristol and Eastbourne . All Credi t 
must be given to the engineer ing staff at Hadleigh for the excellent condition 
of this vehicle. 

P. T.O. 



Unusua1 Route Workings . 

21/5 
28/5 
5/6 

18/6 

BD 29o6 
SD 1504 
CF 2851 
SD 1529 

- 2 -

R3 
R67 
R5 
R67 

The ' new' opentop FLF 2300 has now recei ved i ts new Fleetnumber plate , in pl ace 
of the previous transfers . 

ODDS AND EIIDS. 

Noteable strangers in Southend on 9/7/78 were Ci t y of Nottingham Transpor t 
762. 797. Seen in N~~ion~l Travel - Pri ttl ewell on 21/5 was United Count i es RE 
218 undergoing attention. 

Nationa1 Welsh Bristol RE/SCW RC 2574 OWO 308M was noted in Southend on 15/7 
on N. T. service to Lo::idon . 

Vari ous N.~. (E) have wor ked out of Pri ttl ewel l on extended tours . 

Consequent upon the closing of Canvey Depot on 29/4/78 all journies oper ated 
by CY were transferred to HH. 

Only 2 Hii journies we~e displ~ced by the event . 

Ser 25. 0754 Righlanfa - Leigh Station M - F. 

Ser 29. 2322 Belgra~~ Rd . - Central B Stn Suns ., these ar e now oper ated by 
SD. 

Other changes were :-

Ser 151 2336 Basil cl.on , Canvey withdrawn , repl aced by Ser 2 Basildon -
Hadlei gh Depot and 2330 Leigh i3eck - Benfleet Ser 151 and 0011 Benfleet -
Leigh Beck withdrawn . 



SOUTHE!ID I3U.5MAN 

souncND co I.CH OPSH.\TQ:;IS. SEPT 1978 . 

_Hallums - Southend. 

Acquired : ATV 50B Bedford VAL14 
ex Brown, London N. 8. 

Plaxton C52F 

Suoreme Co~ches - Hadlei~h. 

Correction to : No 2.1'.\ JYN should read YJN 134S. 

Kirbys - Rayleigh 

New : YAR 7093 Bedford YMT Plaxton C53F. 

S & M Coaches - Castlepoint Bus Co . 

.~cquired : JKO 676E AEC Reliance Plaxton C53F. 
79 nro Daimler CRG 6LX Nth Counties H77F. 
90 TITO II " 11 II 11 

Sold : F'VA 626K PJH 453H 
ULK 205F EKM 878K 

Newly acquired vehicles carry the following Fleetnumbers :-

J,O 676E: 
Jf<K 623K 

Thorns - Rayleirh• 

4 MUV 623L 6. 
5 R~W 987K 2. 

Acquired: PRO 2~9R Ford Rlll4 Caetano C53F. 
also a Van .lood bodied Coach , det--lils as yet unknown. 

Transfers In : -

" 

3000 ..iD ex HN. 
1869 HI! ex er.-. 

1875 on loan to SD. 

Trans!"ers Out: -
11171 CF ex HH. 
3013 ni ex SD. 
SD 2895 on loan to HH. 
1784 has been to Central Works for attention , CF 1710 was used 
as a replacement at !!H . 

Open Toppers 2300. 2383/4 are on hire to ~outhend Transport for use on sea 
front services (o.v). 

Unusual Route Jorkinrs 

10/9 
2/9 

14/9 
27/9 

SOUTHEIID Til\N ·} 0 ~T 

Vehicles On fire : 

SD 2893 
CF 1710 
SD 1814 
SD 3000 

R6 
R23:\ 
R400 
Rl9 

Colchester 23 OWC ::>3t Bristol RELL6L GC'N B53F. 
This has been used on p; actically all ST duties and ::Noe SD & '.lli duties 

NOC 2300/83/84 on 'tire to ST to cov<'r sea front dutiPs due to ZN shor tage 
of "re»•s , the e 1•ere gen:r"\lly us•=d on route 67 , but have made infrequent 
appearancies on route 68. Hi th the short:lge of staff at r:l'l ' S Southend 
Depot, ST Vehicles h~ve cov~red duties on 6.17. ?2 . ?.2C . 2q.62. ~5A. 

~T J3loons h~ve been regulnrly seen on sea front r outes covering defective 
1-D35· 

Unusual Route "orkin s 

22/8 
31/8 
1/9 

334 
382 
335 

R21 
:12. 
1lGJ1. 34i R22C 

13/7 216/7 R67 

366 R6 

P. T . O. 



9/9 333 R2 & 251 (short workings) 
393 R251 348 R2 

1 /9 2300 R68 312. 314. R67. 
24/8 2300 R68 
19/8 2300 R68 
3/9 2383 R67 2384 R68. 
2/9 2384 68. 

18/8 PD3 O/T on R22. 
3/9 201 R3 . 

On l?/9 ST Saloon 216 was on hire to Channel Coachways operating the Rochford 
Stn - Southend \ir!)ort service , in place of Channel Bristol SUL 275 KTA. 

It should be noted ~h~t when ST Vehicles appear on routes 151 . 251 . 2 . they do 
proceed outside the SJr a rea i.e. Rayleigh (Carpenters Arms) and Tarpots ' 
Corner . 

'rhe 2 new Leo,1ord/Duple coaches are reported to be delivered in October. 

Odds & E.nds 

Stranger noted on National Travel route 609 on 31/7 was Bristol/Omnibus P.E 
2043 from 3windon, evidently covering a defective ~ (S.~.) Vehicle. 

I JS 9- 78 . 
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SOU~HEND COACH OPEBATOrlS. NOV 1978 

The fi r st 'T ' r eg ' d ve~_cle with a local operator i s CEV 550T Ford Rl l l 4 with a 
Van Hood ':Jody , this is also the f i rst with this make of bodywork, and the proud 
owner i s Thorn ' s of Re.y:eigh . Other ch~inges i n t l-\i s f l eet are1 -

Acquir ed ; - PRO 289R For d IUll4 Caetano C53F 

Sold RVW 88M Ford Rlll4 II C53F 

out of servi ce and use~ as store is :-

262 FTM For d 570E Duple C41F 

CHELDON (SNOW) GT. WAKElING . 

Acquir ed: - UNK 606E AEC Rel i ance Plaxton C40F 

NEALE GT WAl\ERING. 

Acqulred.: ·• LRP 329:S Bedfor d Plaxt on C41F. 
VAM 14 . 

FOUR SEA' ONS (STSVEN.5) SOUTHEND . 

Acquired - HNI< 146G Leyland PSU3 Plaxton C49F . 

l>&M COAC · '.S - CASTLE?O: ~ BUS CO. 

Acquir ed - 49 NAJ Daimler CRG6LX N. CM. E H77F 
76 RTO II II II 

77 RTO II II II 

79 RTO II II II 

90 RTO II II II 

ex Notti .;ham 49/76/7/';.'90 

JEL 463~1 I Ford Transi t 12 . 

Ref N/S ~9 PJH 453H ha.- not been sold. 
Ex G. M. 1?TE ABN 2073 L~s at last been put into service , also Alexander bodied 
Leopar d "'JB 960 appe~r- to be ready to be sent away f or scr ap . 

Vehicleio !."ol d : -
JKO 675 .; JI.EC Reliance Plaxton C45F. 
146 ENN Leyland PDRI Heymann L73F. 

and regr ·': fully the ·H ·~ran Bristol KSW OHY 935 , which was S&M ' s f i rst double 
decker. 

SUPREME . ' Is - HADLF j(' • 

UPU 3041' _;is been fi t '. with tables for use by the Southe:nd Football Tc3.lll . 

EA.STERN 1° ·'l'ION.11.L. 

Transfer· ~ut : -

Transfer .'. n: -

2825 

2891 

HH to o/L 

HH ex BD . 

On loan _; fill 
Replacir -

2749/~f · ~/3002/1773 . 
2909/ !-,,,.,/1719/3014/ all i n works . 

Emergenc: Rail Servi~c~ on the Liverpool St . Line on r ecent Sundays have pr oduced 
vehicles from SE OF 3!J. HN as well as SD & SOUTHF..ND TRANSJ ORT FLEETLINES. 

The coaees at PL ar~ _:Jerating without fleetna,~es , al thoi:gh 1410 has just 
EASTERN. ' 

Unusual · _ute "lorkin.:·· -

26/10 CF3033 
SD 1552 

R25l. 
R5 

SOUTHENI 

The t wo 
on lst I 
Overall 
361/88 I -

Show. 

30/9 

~.SPORT 

.,, Leopard/;·, ~e coaches are UTD 203/4T and are ciL•e to ent er s£-rvice 
ember . · · · 
•1ert 356 t . ·Jeen repainted in standard livery ::J/78. 
-~ used for ' Park & Ride at Southend Airpor t ~·or the recent Motor 

P.T. O. 



Colchester Bristol RE 23 ias now returnedto i ts home town. 

There are now 5 new Fl~etline Chassis in London Rd. awaiting bodies. The Fleet­
lines on order are to be of highbridge type and not fitted for OMO . Cer tain 
OMO duties at peak times will be converted to crew oper a·tion, when the next service 
revisions take place . 

Kemp 's AEC Jeliance DJG 630C has seen service recently. 

Noted in London Rd . on 8/11 was ex Plymouth Leyland National 18 fi tted with Vide­
mat machine . Will we see it in service? 

ST ar e still covering various ENOC duties mainly those of SD. 

Unusual Route Workings :-

14/11 
18/10 

217 

31::. 

R27 crew operated 

R5 . 

Southend ~·lSt be t he cnly place in the Bri tish Isles where Open-Toppers c&.n still 
be operating in October. If anybody has noted other operators us ing their vehicles 
(without tops) on I would be glad to know . 


