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1985 Coach Tours — Dates For Your Diary

Preliminary details are now available rejzarding twe of the Group!s coach tours

during 1985, On Sunday, May 19th there will be a tour to the South Essex area,
including visits to Eastern National depots at Basildon, Hadleigh and Southend,

to Southend Transport and to a local independent operator. This year's weekend

tour will take place on Friday, August 23rd to Monday, August 26th, and will include
'visits to a number of operators in the North Midlands area. Please mark these dates
in your diaiy now. Booking forms will be circulated with the newg shéet in due course,

Wew List of Publications

The Group has published a new and completely revised 1ist of its publications
(General Cirveular E.C.5)s This contains details of all Group publications (E.P.
series) ‘arid books (E.F.Be/E.B.1-5), and members can obtein a copy by sending a
stamped addressed envelope to the Administrative Officer (P.W. Harvey Esq., 563.
“London Road, Hadleigh, Essex. SS7 3EA).

News Sheet Contributions

Following a suggestion at the last Annual General Meeting, the News Sheet Editor

is introducing a standard form for the benefit of those members who contribute

news and information for the Group's news sheet on a regular basgis, This will

assist the News Sheet Editor in compiling news items, particularly on Unusual Workings
and Temporary Loans. A copy of the new form is enclosed with this news sheet for
those members who have supplied information regularly over the past year. Members

are also reminded that all contributions for the news sheet should be sent by -

post, and that telephone calls should be avoided.

Disposal of Deceased Members! Collections

Pollowing a specific request from 'a Group member, a new-circular (General Circular
E.C.17) has been published which .contains advice and information for those persons
who may be involved in- the disposal of deceased members' collections, A copy of
thls circuler is enclosed. with this news sheet, and further copies moy be obtained
if necessary from the Membership Secretary (? H. Palmer Hsq., 67. Perkins Road,
Barkingside, Ilford, Essex. IG2 THQe)e- --

Southend Meeting -~ Tuesday, March 5th,

The second monthly meeting at our new venue, Carriage Room, Freight House, Bradley
Way, Rochford, will be held on Tuesday, March 5th commencing at 1930 hrs.- {for

2000 hrs.). See last month's news sheet for full details about transport and

parking facilities. The March meeting will feature a slide show on !Travels Throunh
The Industry! — a selection of slides from the 1960's to the present time,

presented by Mike Wescombe, Deputy General Manager, Southend Transport. Bar facilities
are available in the room throughout the meeting. o

The following Southend meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 2nd at Prelbht House,
Rochford, '

Chelmsford Meeting = Tuesday, March 12the

A meeting will be held at 33, Goldlay Koad, Chelmsford on Tuesday, March 12th
comnencing at 1945 hrs, As usual, a range cf Group photographs will be available
for sale, and the meeting will also provide an opportunity for general discussion.
Goldlay Road is in two sections and No. 33 is in the cul-de-sac leading towards.
Parkway.

New Oxford Publishing Company Books

The Group now has for sale two recent Oxford Publishing Compény titles, as follows s=-

1) 'The Years Between s 1909-1969! — Vnl, 2 ; The Eastern National
Story From 1930, by R.J. Crawley, D.k. MacGregor and F.D. Simpson.
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This volume tells the history of Eastern National from 1929 to 1969,

It has 208 pages and is casebound with approximately 100 photographs,
maps and other illustrations., It includes extensive appendices on '
the history of routes, acquired operators and vehicles operated during
the period. Copies are available from the Group at £11.95 post free, : :
and this book can be recommended to all Group members,..

2) 'The Bristol ILH', by G.HK. Mills.

This book is a pictorial history of the Dristol IH, and contains 236
photographs of this vehicle type. The book has 96 pages, and copies
are available from the Group at £8.95 post free, . :

Oxders for these books,should be sent direct to the Events Secretary (R. Delahoy Esde,
120, Yarnacott, Thorpe Bay, Southend-on~Sea, Essex. SS3 8AW)e Both titles will
also be on sale at the forthcoming Rochford meetings,

!The Rise and Fall of British Coachways', by Ken Dateman and Oweri Woodliffe

This.book has recently been published by Rochester Press and is available at a
reduced rate through the Grey Green Enthusiasts Club (it was written by members of
the GGEC)e The book contains chapters on the formation; operation and decline of
the consortium, comnecting services and competing operators, and is well illustrated,

Copies may be ordered (price £3,25 post free) from ;-

The Hon. Treasurer,

Grey Green Enthusiasts Club,
196, Sinclair koad,
Chingford,

London.

B4 8PT,

The Council Vehicle Society

Members with a special interest in local authority bus services may be Interested
to know that the Council Vehicle Society (formed in 1980) provides wider coverage
of the many commercial vehicles operated by local authorities. A news-letter
titled 'Council Vehicle News' is published quarterly, and full details of -
membership and a specimen news~letter can be obtained by sending a stamped
addressed ocnvelope to Mr, P, Jarman, 18, Poplar Close, Biggleswade, Deds., SG18 0EW.
Fleet lists of Colchester Borough Council, Rochford District Council and Scuthend
Borough Council are also currently available.

New Vehicles

The two new-Leyland Tiger coaches with Plaxton Paramount 3500 coachwork (1128/9
B696/TWAR) have now been placed in store, and are expected to enter service in
April, '

Acquired Vehicles

Conversion work on former Thames Valley & Aldershot Omnibus Co. Ltd, {(Alder Valley)
Leyland National 2201 (KCG618L) -has now been completed, and the vchicle is
currently at Central Works awaiting its entry into secrvice., It has been repainted
in dual-purpose livery (as carried by similar vehicle 2200)., The original seats
have been replaced by 20 coach type (non-reclining) seats, and space is provided
for 8 wheelchairs, The seating capacity of this vchicle should be revised to C20D
(plus 8 wheelchairs), : '

Vehicles On Orcer

Further information is now available regarding the 14 Leyland Olympian vehicles
that are on order for delivery during 1985. The ten Leyland Olympian/E.C.W. .
dual=purpose vchicles will be numbered 4500-9 and will carry registration numbers
B688-69TEFU, These vehicles are currcntly being bodied at Eastern Coach Works,
Lowestoft, and dclivery is expected in late-February (3) and March (7). They will
be similar in appearance to the dual-purpose vehicles supplied to Thames Valley &
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Aldershot Ounibus Coe Ltds (Alder Valley), London Country Bus Services Ltd. and
Maidstone & District Motor Services Ltd. but will carry 13! 8!'' height bodywork.
It is undcrstood that they will be fitted with Transign destination equipment.
Livery details were not availeble at the time of writing, and chassis and body
numnbers will be published as soon as they become available, The. four Leyland.
Olympian/E.C.w. vehicles for stage services will be numbered 4003=-6 and will
carry registration numbers B698-TO1BPU (if delivered before August),

Withdrawn Vehicles

1,85 ' 1404 (VHK177L) 1412 (X00881L)
1406 éXVW631L . 1417 (GJD196N)
1407 (XVW632L 1418 (GJD194H)
o 1411 (X00880L) 1419 (GIJD195N)
2.85 1524 2KVX57OJ) 1534 (MHK916J)
. 1528 (LVX116J) 1544 (RPUBB4K)
1530 (MHK912J) 1550 (WNO539L
1532 (MHK914J; 1551 (WNO540L
1533 (MHK915J :

Additional information regarding the new owners of these vehicles is included under
Eastern National Disposals on.page 11,

Re-built Vehicles o .
Bristol RELL6G 1548 (WNOS37L) is now classified as an unallocated Survey Vehicle,
and it has been licensed as a private vehicle (LP) (sce also NS245/50).

Bristol VETSL6G 3065 (UVX 2S) was fitted with a Gardner 6LXB engine at Central
Works during IFebruary in place of its previous Gardner 6ILXC unit, The full
chassis desisnation for this vehicle should now read VHTSL6LXB.

There is no further news to report this month regarding the proposed conversion of
Bristol RELH6G coach 1409 (X00878L) into a disabled persons' bus, Certain seats from
this vehicle have been fitted to Leyland National 2201 (KCG618L), and 1409 was

stored in’ the yard at Central Works at the time of writing. :

n

Allocations & Wransfers

2,85 1123 3B-CH, 1126 BE~CN, 1302 BD-BE, 1306 BE~CF, 1524 CR (P)~D/L (D),
1528 CR=D/L (D), 1530 CN-D/L (D), 1532 DI--D/L (D), 1533 BS-D/L (D),
1534 O/L (P)=-D/L (D), 1544 D/L (P)-D/L (D), 1547 D/L P)~CR,
1548 D/L P;-LP (unallocated Survey Vehiclej, 1550 CN~-D/L (D),
1551 B8-D/L (D), 1552 /L (P)-DI, 1553 D/L (P)=CN-BS, 1554 D/L (P)~BS~CN,
1726 HWI-CR, 1739 HH-BS, 3014 PL (P)-D/L (D), 3024 SD-PL {P), 3058 CF~CR,
3078 CR=CF. . :

As noted above, Bristol RELL6G's 1524/8/30/2-4/44/50/1 were all classified as
D/L (D) prior to their withdrawal and sale later in February.

Purther to the information published in last month's news sheet, Bristol VRTSL6G"
3115 (XHK220X) remains at.Basildon (BN) whilst similar vehicle 3116 {(XHIK221X) _
remains at Braintree (BE). When noted at Braintree in mid-February, 3116 carried
a Basildon (BN) depot plate at the rear of the vehicle, but not at the front. These
arc temporaiy re-allocations and are not shown in the Company's ofiicial vehicle.':
allocation list. ' '

Vehicle Repaints

The Company has again kindly given the Group details of vehicles repointed durihc
recent woeks, and this continues from the information published in NS250 g~

January w/e 26.1.85 = 1411 at CW (National coach livery) - prior to.withdrawals-
February w/e 202085 - 1058 at CN, 3035 at CW, . - g
©wfe 942.85 - 1788 at CW, 2201 at CW (dual-purpose livery).
wfe 16,2,85 = 1833 at CW (overall advertisenent livery for Dates Motors
(Belcher) Ltd., Maldon) -~ see also below, ... .
vi/e 2342485 - 3062 at CW. - - S

Leyland National 1833 (VAR899S):has.now entered .service in its overall. advertisement
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livery, whieh is silver with blue stripes and signwriting, The-silver base livery
was spray.painted. by Arlihgton Moter.Co. Ltd., Enfield during late=Januery, and
the vehicle had returned to Central-Works by February 4th for signwriting.

Leylan&fﬂéopﬁrd_éoacﬁij}dO (XHEK213X) now ¢arries the latest style of Bastern
National .fleetname (as first introduced on MOW Metroliner 1603), -and this livery
rodificaticn was‘éarriéd puﬁ'qt’Centra; WOiks during late-January,

In addition %o Leyland National 1859 (Y&V317S) which is currently ot Central Works -
being painted in an overall advertisement livery for Lencaster Garages Ltde,
Jrentwood, a further three!Leylend National vehiclés will be painted in overall
advertisement liveries during 'the near future, . They are 1864 (YuV322S), 1869
(YEV327S) and 1670 (BNO68OT), ard all threc vehicles are now at Central Works,

1864 will corry an overall advertisement livery for Fairfield (BMY Dealers),
Leigh—on-Sea; 1869 will caxry an advertising: livery for Lex Mead (Austin Hover
Dealers), Chelusford; 1890:will carry an advertising livery for the SMAC Group,
Westeliff—-on~Sea, ’ ; -

General

Essex County Council's Public Transport Sub-Cormittec fesolved on January 10th to
seegk compctitive tenders, with a view to introduction as near to April 1st as - -
possible, for the following Hastern National services = 34, 34h; 354, 227, 231,

257, 306, 314 and 315, and also for London Country scrvices 47, 4TA, ATB and 369,
and for Wiffens Coaches' service between Finchingficld and Great Duirnow, "It was’
further resolved that some tenders would he sought on-the 'guaranteed cost! system,
and some on a J/predetermined set deficit'-basis., These tenders will be sought '
unless the existing operators would in future_beIprepared_to-provide them without -
revenue support, The .tendering process is being carried out as. speciily as possible,
and all licensed PSV operators based within the District,Council areas in which

the serviceg operate, or who currently opcrate local bus services within that
District, are eligible to tender., This is stated to- be desipcned to encourage the
widest possible competition, The Public Transport. Sub-Cominittee dlsbd' further -+
resolved that grant-aid Tor Eastern Natiohal services 127, 323, 344 and- 345, and -
London Transport service 254, should not be continueéd, on the basis that extensive
surveys have indicated very low levels of use, and alternative.facilities exist, . .
or could be provided at mininal cost, to meet the linited demand,” 'Finally, ‘the™
Sub~Cormittee -resolved to maintain support for certaint !'CountryCar! seiVvices, and. *
for the majority -of grant-aided Eastern National' scrvices in the. Bishop's Stortford
arCa., . - i . . o i . s s

Leyland National 2201 (KéG618L), which has been converted into a disgbled persons!
bus' (see¢ above), will also be used for driver training duties if required.

Three vehicles which have sustained accident damage during recent weeks are Leyland
Hational's 1777 (PEV6U9K) and 1856 (YEV3148), and Bristol VHTSL6G 3014 (SMS 40H).
1777 and 1856 are both under rcpair at Central Works, but 3014 will not be - + .
repaired and hos been Delicensed For Disposal (D/L (D)). With two Hadleigh (HH)
depot Leyland National's (1733/77) currently at Central Works' for  accident repairs,
there haye been various temporary loans to HH, and during mid-February 1656 CF and -
1712 BN were both on loan. : I ST e . :

Following the withdrawal of nine Bristol RELL6G's this month, there are now only.
thirteen of these vehicles left in the Eastern National fleet, of which three are .
currently Delicensed Pool Vehicles (1539/41/9) and one is a Survey Vehicle (1548),
Threre are still some regular workings by these vchicles, including in the :
Colchester arca the 0740 hrs journey (Weckdays) on service 83 from Colchester (Bus
Station), the 1640 hrs. service 104 journey (Mondays to Fridays)-from Colchester .
(Dus Station) and the 1740 hrs, service 86A journey (Weckdays) also from Colchester
(Bus Station). On occasions these workings are rostercd to-other vehiclesy fox-
example, on January 28th-30th Leyland Tiger 1111 operated the serviee’83 journey,

whilst sinilar vehicle 1126 CN operated this journey. on February 4th;° :
Explorer tickets represent very good value Ior'aney, and. members héy‘be interested
in the following itinerary recently undertaken by a_Group member, . The Explorer
ticket saved £9.80 on the normel fares for these Jjourneys., . _ .

0845 -hrs, - service 237 Basildon-Maldon -(1712-1N)3 “1005 hrse-sérvice 119 -
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Maldon~Colchester (1789 CN)s 1105 hrs., service 103 Colchestcr-Harwich (3061
DT); 1235 hrs. service 106 Harwich-Clacton (1780 CN); 1405 hrs. service

119 Clacton=Colchester (1892 CR); 1505 hrs. service 7 Colchester-West Mersea
. (CBT 80j; 1549 hrs. service 7 West Mersea-Colchester (CBT 80); 1635 hrs.
"service 53 Colchester-Chelusforc (3060 SE); 1800 hrs. service 152

Chelmsford-Basildon (1680 BEN).
Service Developnents |

The Company hos applied for a nuilber of service revisions, and brief dctails of
these proposed changes are as follows g=
' : T = Terminal at Shoeburyness to be re-titled Shoecburyness (Osprcy)d
Sundays. ¢ one journey to be withdrawn. These rcevisions were
introducel from Sunday, Januaiy 27th.
8 < Sundays * one journey to be withdrawn (introduced from Sunday,
January 27th), ’
31 - Schooldays : one minor timetable change.
%6 = Schooldays s one journey to be withdrawn.
52A - Timing point at Howe Street to be Howe Strect {Corner).
53 -~ Mondays to Fridays : one minor tinetable change,
Weekdays s one nminor timetable change.
55 = Schooldays : one journey to Le withdrawn. .
56 = Schooldays s one ninor timetalle change,
56A - Schooldays $ one journey to be withdrawn.
80 = Saturdays 3 two journeys to be re-nuumbered 80B, and to operate
via Great Bromley, Little Bentlcy and Tendring Heath Hospital.
80B -~ NEW SERVICE to operate on Saturdays only from Colchester (Bus
Statioh) to Herwich (Bus Station) vie A1124, A133, 4604, Little
Bentley, 131035, Beaumont, Stones Green, Great Oskley, B1414
and Dovercourt. ) -
116 - Revised circular route, and rcvised timetable (introduced fron
January 7th) (additional information to NS249),
122 ~ Schooldays : one ninor timetable change,
309 - Weekdays ¢ one journey to operate via London Road, Whittington
. Way and Friedberg Avenue on Schooldays only.
375 = An application has been made for a full licence for this
service, which operates on IFridsys only between Draintree (Bus
Park) and Colchester (Bus Station) (see also NS240/4/7).
524 = Mondays to Irideys s one minor timetable changt,
546 =~ Service to be withdrawn, with the one service 516 journey
being re-numbered 547, together with a minor tiuwtable change,

ERE

A short term licence has becn granted for 'Mulbus' services 2/2A betwecn Maldon
I'd

Market) and, Groat Braxted (Du Cane Arms P.H.) from February 2nd to Aucust 1st
Thursdays ané Scturdays), S ' : :

Service revisions introduced during February and earlyAMgréh have been as follows s—
78 = five journeys extended to/from Colchester (General Hospital) on Weckdays
(4e3485)3 784 = one journey extended to Colchester {General Hospital) on Weekdays
(4e3.85)5 126 = one additional journey introduced on Saturdays only frou Harwich
(Bus Station) to Wix Cross (2.2.85)3 317 — one additional journey on Mondays to
Fridays from Bishop's Stortford to The Hall Caraven Park (4.3.85)e

A new one-wcy traffic system was introduced in Clacton town centre frem Sunday,
February 10th, and this necessitated the re~routing of services entering the town -
from‘both Pier Avenue and Station iioaGe In addition, services 105 and 109 -
operating towards Jaywick no longer sérve Clacton Dus Station but use a new stop
at Tesco's in Statioh Road. ' ; ;

Cormencing on Saturday, January 26th, and for certain Saturdays and Mondays during..
following wecks, the rail bridge at Stansted village was closed for road works. '
Services 303 and 304 were re-routed from B1383 via Forest Hall Road and Church hoad
to Maitland Road and then via Church Road and.Bury. Lodge' Lané to-Stansted Airport,
returning by the same route reversed, This diversion heant that Stansted village
was not served by services 303 and 304, but alternative facilities werc available
between Dishop's Stortford and Stansted (Bell and Ffeathers P.H,) by service 301,
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Further service developments and timetable revisions will be 1ntroruced on the
various comuter services 301ntly operated with Groy-Green Coaches Litt. with effect

from February 25th.
190 -

191

192

193

194 =

194 =

195 -

196 -
196 -

197 =

198 ~

199 -
199 -

204 -

Brief details of these revisions arée as follows 3=
NEW SEHVICE from Colchester (Bus Station) to London (Millbank)
via Lexden, Marks Tey, Coggeshall and Braintree, with departures
fron Colchester at 0530 hrs. and from -Millbank at 1712 hrs.

This service will be operated by wastern National,

Terninal in London to be Millbank, with return journey now
departing from Millbank at 1642 hrs. and revised timings to
Wanstead. This service will now be opérated by Grey=-Green
Coaches Ltd,

Terminal -in London to be Millbank, with return journey now
departing from Millbank at 1657 hrs, and rev1scc tindings to
Stratford,

Terminal in London to be Millbank, with return jourmey now
departing from Millbank at 1707 hrs. and revised tinings to
Stratford, i

Tiptree service to be re-numbercd 204, with forthcoming
revisions to take place following the completion of a survey.
Former service 195 journeys fronm Lraintree (Uhite Courts Estate)
will now be numbered 194, with norning departures from White
Courts Bstate being advanced to 0620 hrs. and 065C hrs, and with
some revised intermediate timings, Terminal in London to be
Millbank, with revised evening Ceparture times.

Terninal in London to be Millbank, with nmorning deperture from
Tye Green being advanced to 0655 hrs, and with revised

.internzdiate timings, Levised evening departure times .

Silver End service. to be withdrawn,:

NEW SERVICE from Braintree (Panfield Leme P.(.) to London
(Millbank) via Shalford, Wethersfield, Finchingficld, Great
Dunmow, Wenstead, Aldga te and Charing Cross, with dcpartures
from Braintree at 0635 hrs. and from Millbank at 1702 hrs.
Terminal-in London to be Millbenk, with return journey now
departing from Millbank at 1627 hrs. and revised timings to
Artillery ltow,

Terminal in London to be Millbank, with 0555 hrs, departure
from Halstead now starting from Jarls Colne at 0537 hrs. and
operating, ten minutes earlier over the section of route from
Halstead. Hleturn journey departs from Millbank at 1642 hrs,
with revised timings to Artillery liow. Journeys to/from
Glemsford to be re-numbered 199,

South Woodham Ierrers service to e re-numbered 204,

Former service 193 journeys from Glemsford (Post Office) will
now be numbered 199, with departures from Glemsfoxrd at 0610 hrs,
and from Millbank at 1732 hrs., Service no longer serves
Great Dunmow,

Former service 194 and 199 journcys to/from Tiptree (194) ana
South Woodhan: Yerrers (199) are now numbered 204. Terminal-in -
London to be Millbank, with forthcoming revisions to take place
. following the completlon of a survey.

Timetable leaflets incorporating full details of these changes were not available
at the time of writing.

The Company's travel office at fQueen Street has becn closed for redevelopnent, and
the Company has opened a new 'National Travelworld! office at 2. Ste Nlcholas
Passage, Colchcster, with effect from February 4th.

Publlclty News

Hew puollclty natcerial published during recent weeks has been as follows g
Timetable leaflets ~ a leaflet containing details of the Clacton tovm centre one-way

systen, including timetables for scrvices 108. and 109, dated
February 10th

-~ two leaflets have been published concernlng the bridge closure

at Stansted, with details of the service 301 timetable - one
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leaflet is dated Jonumary 26th, and the other leaflet is undoted,
Express services - a new timetable leaflet for service 795 (Southend—Drightqg)l_
dated January 26th, o o
General leaflets - a leaflet with de%ails of !Saturday Saver' farcs on service 105
(Walton-Colchester), dated January 26th. ,
= revised leaflets for the Basildon 'FairCard', Chelmsford
'ChelmerCard! and Southend & Distwict “'TravelCard! schemes, all
. © ..dated Janvary 6th,. ' ' ' o L
Lssex County Council leaflets ~ a timetable revision leaflet (No. 2) for the
' o Colchester/Clacton/Iarwich areg. book, dated Jgpuary Tth,

Unusual Workiness

Details of unusual workings which have been supplied vy members durinz recent wceeks
are as follovs g~ _ .
21,12-1407 MY noted on duplicate National Express service 081/4 " jouimeys (and also.’
" on 24,12 and 28.12), o ‘ o
24412-1830 BT noted on a duplicate National Express service 109 journey, =~
26612=1744 DN and 1796 BN noted on the special sexvices (153, 237, 512 and 513)
sponsored by Basildon District Councii.
31e12=Norfolk Motor Services, Great Yarmouth ceased trading on this date, and is no
longer part of the East Anglian Express (EAX) pool of operators., Journeys on
_ National Express service 081 were operated by 298 (CAH221V) on this date,
'1.1=1830 Bl and 1854 BN noted on the special ‘services (153, 237, 512 and 513)
sponsorcd by Basildon District Council, ' '
15+ 1=Southend Transport 326 noted on a London. Country service 795 working.
16,1=1863 i@ notod on service 53 (and also on 17.1); 3027 DI noted on service TOA,
175,1=1052 MY noted on service 373 3106 CF noted on service 3533 3110 CF noted on
service 333 Colchester Borough Transport 101 notéd on service 8,
2041=3097/9, 3103/7/9 (all HH) operated a rail replacement service hetween Southend
(Central) and Pitseéa.  On subsequent Sundays, a similar service was operated
by the followiny vehicles s- 27.1~3076 BN (on loan to HH), 3097/9, 3103/9 (all Hi)s
3.2-1765, 1857, 1900, 3085/99, 3103 (all Hij; 10.2-1656 CF (on loan to HH),
3099, 3103/7/9 (all HH), 3127 SD {on loan to HIIJ, Southend Transport 3183
~ 17.2-3065 8D (on loan to HH), 3085/97, 3107/9. (all HE).
2111119 DE failed whilst operating comrmter service 195, with passengers
transferring to the next service 195 vehicle (1301 CF),
2501=1822 1M noted on service 400, ' -
30+ 1=Southend Transport: 242 noted on service 3 with crew operation.
162-1126 CN noted on service 823 1705 CN noted on service 8345 3032 Cii noted on
service 107; Southend Transport 338 observed on service TAe
2¢2~3122 8D and 3129 SD both noted on service 400, , )
6+ 2-London ‘Country AN190 (XPG190T) (on hire to Bastern National) noted on service 402
13,21856 Ci* noted on service 33 3053 SD. noted on service 400a A

COLCHESTER TRANSPURT

Vehicles On Crder

It cdn now be confirmed that Colcheéter-Borough Tfansport has placed-an order -for -
two Leyland Olympian vehicles with E.C.W. bodywork at a cost of £66,850 each, '

General -

Leyland Atlantean 55-(JHK495N) wés noted back in service on January-14th having.
received a complete repaint including matt black window surrounds; it had last becn
noted in service last July. R

A number of the Bristol KELL6L's are out of service at the present timej these are
16 (Ywc 16L), 19 (OWCT19M), 22 (OWCT22M), 24 (SWC 24K), 25 (SWC 25K), 26 (SWC 26K)
and 28 (SWC 28K). This has resulted in other ‘vehicles being noted on services
2/24, 9/9A end 19/194 which are normally operated Ly Bristol RELL6L's, including
Leyland Atlentecan 49 (YWC649F) on services 9/19 on Jonuary 25th/31st and Leyland
Leopard cocch 102 (DHK102T) on service 194 on February 2nd.

Other vehiclus currently out of service are Leyland Atlantean's 52 (MVK546H),
67 (TPU 67i), 71 (TPU T1R), 81 (YNO 81S) and 83 (MEV 03V). Leyland Atlantean 85
(MEV 85V) wrs noted back in service on Pebruary 16th on Services 1/14 end 3 (see NS250).

h. . T em pes ey e ey e pe E
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SOUTHEND TRANSPORT

New ‘Vehicle

Details are now available” rerardlng the new Volvo B10M that has recently been
supplied by Ensign Bus Con, Purfleet, and thesé are as foll-ws 8=

%00 B}OO:”W Volvo B1OM%61 9333 Berkhof Espriive B340 CH53F ww——m Deliyered 231,85

This vehicle was delivered in fleet livery, and it entered service on Jahuary 25th
on the 1830 hrs. service X1 journey to Green Park, The body number was unavailable
at the time of writing, and the vehicle is fitted with reclining seats, »

Vehicles On QOrder

It is now possible to confirm the details of the six vehicles that are'ourrently
on order for Southend Transport, and this supplements the information publlsned in
NS249/50° Details are as follows g~
252/% =~ DAF MB200/Duple Laser 2 CSTF ~ currently being built at Duple
Coachbuilders Ltd. '
254/5 ~ Two Berkhof Esprite B340 C53F bodies are on order, and will be
: placed on the rebuilt chassis of former Midland Iied Leyland
Leopard PSU3A/2R vehicles CHA417/25K (chassis numbers 7003655 and
7004058 respectlvely) These chassis formerly carried Willowbrook
DP49F bodies, which were removed by Ensign Bus Co., Purfleet,
and the chassis have now been delivered to Southend. They will
be rebuilt with DAF DKTL engines, 5 speed close ratio gearboxes,
power steering and revised suspension and braking systems, The
coarhes will then be re-registered with B or C prefix reglstratlons,
depending upon their completion dates, Ensign Dus Co. had
previously supplled a Leyland Leopard PSU3/3R chassis (cha551s
number 7003!45/ to Southend Transport; this was formerly
Western SMT Co, Ltd. L2315 RSD736J, which carried Alexander DPAOF
bodywork, being new in 1970, .This chassis was of the wrong
specification, and it is currently at the Tickfield Avenue works
and may be cannibalised for spares.
'256/7 =~ Van Hool. Astromega TD824 integral double-deck coaches, similar
to 24%~5 (JEV243-5Y) but fitted with a ZF automatic gearbox in
place of the Allison gearbox fitted before, and fltted with
inward opening doors and revised 1nterlor trim,

Acquired Vehicles

Three vehicles have been acquired recently,’ and details are as follows S

351 KAD351V Leyland Leopard PSUSC/4R 7904946 Plaxton C5TF 8012LLO14 New ﬁ/GO
357 YDW31TT Leyland Leopard PSU3E/4R 7802366 -Plaxton C53F T9111X502 New —/79
358 LAK304W Leyland Leopard PSU3SE/4R 7902471 Duple C53F 033/5152 New -/81 -

351 was new to National Travel (South West) Ltd., 351, and passed to South Wales
Transport Co. Ltd., 157, in April 1981, It was delivered to Southend on January 25th
in a white livery, and was then recertified before entering service on February 13th
with the addition of a yellow band to the white livery, It has not been painted with
a blue windscreen surround., 357 was new to Hills (Tredegar) Ltd., Tredegar; it was
delivered to Southend on January 16th in all over yellow livery, and it entered -
gservice on January 22nd .with the addition of a blue band to the livery, 358 was

new to Globe, Darnsley; it was delivered to Southend on January 24th in an off white
livery with pink and dark red s*tripes, and it entered service on January 25th.

Turther -to tiie information published in last month's news sheet Bristol RELL6L 303
(JEH179K). éntered service on Jenuary 19th, and Leyland Leopard.coach 348 (CDU798T)
entered service on Janwary 15th, with a yellow band applied over full Wallace Arnold

livery.. It had prev1ously operated in Wallace Arnold llvery complete w1th Wallace .
Arnold fleetnames,

Withdrawn Vehicle
1.85 - ' - 216 (MJN216F)

216 was w1thurawn from service on January 27st, and it is currently storeo at the
Tickfield Avenue works, Also still stored at the works arve Daimler Fleetline's
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- Thundersley,

EZ |
349/58/60/4/9 (WIN349J etc.) which are being cannibalised for spares.

Demonstration Vehicles

Two demonstration vehicles have been examined by Southend Transport during recent
months, and brief details are as follows 3~

A5A3W0B MCW Metroliner Hiliner C=-F - examined during 1ate-1984, and other details
will be published if they become available,

RSL 85 écania KT112TR with Jonckheere-GH—-/—nDt bodywork —= a -three axle chassis with
computer assisted gearshift, This vehicle was demonstrated by Roeselare Sales Ltd,,
Northampton, and was examined on Januery 24th., .

Neither of these two demonstration vehicles was used in service by Southend Transpdrt.
Vehicles On Hire '

Burnley & Pendle Trensport 13 (WRN 13R) was returned to Burnley on January 14th orx
January 15th; it had not been-used in service since August 1984.

A Leyland Léopard'coach is currently on hiré from Ensign Bus Co.,'Purfleet. It has
been allocated temporary fleet number 363, and details are as follows s—

363 EWW203T Léyland Leopard PSU3E/4R 7806993 Plaxton C53F T911LC064 - New ~/79

This vehicle was new to Wallace Arnold Tours (Devon) Ltd., Paignton, and was- delivered
as C46F, It was delivered to Southend on Pebruary 12th, and entecred service on the
same day in full Wallace Arnold livery, It had previously been on hire over the
Christmas period to G.W. Osborne & Sons, Tollesbury, ' :

Towards the end of January one tank of diesel fuel at the London Road depot becanme
contaminated with water. This caused a series of breakdowns, and a total of six.
vchicles were hired from Ensign Bus Co., Purfleet and W.H. Nelson Coaches, Wickford
during the périod from January 23rd to January 25th. Four vehicles were on hire

at any onc time, and details are as follows s= '

Ensign Bus Co,, Purfleet :

THM6BOM Dainmler CRL6 67429 MCW H==/-~F --~—— ex, London Transport DMS1680, and
operated in Ensign Bus Co.'s Round London Sightseeing Tour fleet.

KUC941P Daimler CRL6 68489 MCW Hew/==F —mrem ex, London Transport DMS1941, and
operated in Ensign Bus Co.'s Round London Sightseeing Tour fleet,

These two vehicles were operated oh services 1, 45 and 25 from January 23rd to
Januvary 25th. - ' :

W.H, Nelson Coaches, Wickford

TFC39TK Daimler CRG6. 64623 Alexander HA3/2TD 14/2069/1 .ex. City of Oxford Motor
Services Ltd.,, 397 - operated on service 3 and schools contracts on January 23rd/24th.
GHM79TN Daimler CRL6 68197 MCW H44/27D ———= ex., London Transport DM1797 - used

on services 1, 3 and 25 on January 24th/25th, : :

NHU191F Dristol RELL6L RELL3/334 E.C.W. B53F 16756 ex., Bristol Omnibus Co. Ltda,
1057 ~ operated on services 4By 9B, 104, 12 and 66 from January 25rd to January 25th,
NHU192F Bristol RELL6I RELL3/335 E.C.W. B53F 16757 ex. Bristol Omibus Coo Litd.,
1058 - operated on a schools contract on January 23rd., -

During this period some schools contracts were also sub-hired to APT Coaches,

Re—built Vehicles

At the time of writing, Leyland Leopard 219 (SPN669X) was still at Purfleet having
been fitted with -a new Volvo TD10OH engine by Ensign Bus Co., (see also NSZ48/50).
It is expected to be returned to Southend in the very near future,

There is no further news to report thislmonth regarding the five re-bodied Daimler
Fleetline's~(306—10). None of the vehicles had entered service by mid-February,
and the new registration number of 308 (see NS250) is not yet available,

General

New service X41 (Prittlewell-Green Park), together with the increased nurmber of
journeys on service X31 and an additional 0430 hrs, service X1 journcy on Saturdays
and Sundays (see also NS250), did not commence on January 27th as anticipated. T+
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is now expected that these revisions will be introduced from Sunday, February 24th,
although this information is subjeet to cenfirmation. However, fares were increased
on services X1/X11/X21/X31 from January 27th. ;

The former London Transport Daimler Fleetline's, (313-20) have now started to display
rear number blinds; previously, this equipment, was not being used on a regular basiss

Southend Transport are currently providing a variety.of rail replacement services

on the Wickford to ‘Southminster line whilst engineering work is carried out for

the electrification of this line. These services started on January 21st, and

- operate every night from Mondays to iridays. The basic requirement is for two
single deck vehicles, which operate between Fambridge and Southminster and return,
covering late evening services, The last returh journey is extended to Wickford

if required., During the week commencing January 21st two vehicles were used, but
local reports have indicated that only one vehicle was used during the two following

weeks, with Leyland Tiger 247 (A247SVW) being noted on February 6th, . -. -.

As noted in last month's news sheet, Southdown Motor .Services Ltd. withdrew from
operating service 795 (SouthendnBrighton) after January 25th. The last Souwthdown
coach to opcrate on the service was Leyland Leopard 1345 (MAP}45W), which operated
the 1840 hrs, service from Southend on January 25th, A revised timetable was .
introduced on this service on January 26th, following which London Country Bus
Serviees Ltde. are now regularly operating Leyland Tiger/Berkhof coaches (BIL class)
on the service, These are vehicles allocated to Crawley (CY) and are usually in
Flightline livery. Among the vehicles that have been noted are BTL 11 (B111KPF)

on January 25th and BTL 13 (B113KPF) on January 26th, These should not be regarded
as unusual workings, but certainly unusual was the use of London Country TD 3
(YPD103Y) on an Eastern National working on Februsry 14th.

Following the service revisions that were introduced in the Southend area from _
Janvary. 27th, a number of workings previously operated by Southend Transport vehicles
are now being opcratéd by Bastern National., These include the 1704 hrs. service 9B
journey from Sutton (Purdeys Way) and the 1609 hrs. (Schooldays only) service 104
Jjourney from Golden Cross (Post Office). '

Southend Trensport are also providing rail replacement servicées on the Southend
(Victoria) to Billericay line between 0100 hrs. and 0400 hrs. on Mondays to Fridays.
These services were noted in operation during the weck commencing February 11th with
three double-deck vehicles. | ' . .

Leyland Fleetline 234 (MRJ234W) entered service on Fobruary 6th in its overall
advertisement livery for W.H, Perry Ltd., Southend-on~Sea (see NS250). The livery
is maroon with gold lettering,

Leyland Leopard coach 336 (CTM4O6T) returned to service during the week ending
. February 16th having been repainted in yellow and blue coach livery (see also NS250).

Former London Transport Daimler Fleetline 314 (GHV 29N) has recently been fitted
with a front bumper, and this is the first of the DMS-type vehicles to be fitted
with a.bumper. Cee '

‘Members may be interested in details of the workings for the many coaches (currently
over 20) which stay in London during the day on Mondays to Fridays hetween their
X1/X11/X21/X31 duties. One Van Hool Astromega double-deck coach operates on hire

to Emmaheath Ltd. (t/2 London Pride Sightsecing) (with a Southend Transport driver
and London Pridec courier), and operates tours from Piccadilly Circus (Coventry Street)
at 1100 hrs., 1300 hrs, and 1500 hrs., One single-deck coach operates a -contract .. .
for a Japanese school at Marylebone. Two coaches park at the London Regional =~~~
Transport bus park at Cornwall Road, Waterloo, and the remainder go to parking
areas east of the City. [Parking there was originally in assorted side streets,

and then at the Vallance Road lorry park, Whitechapel, This was vacated in April
1984, and then coaches parked at Hardinge Strect, Gleariis Road and The Highway, all
in Stepney, until mid-December., They then all went to Rotherhithe Street; S.E.1
until January 18th, and they now use a lorry park near Bricklayers Arms, S.E.1.

Finally, an extrcmely unusual working occurred on January 22nd when a Van Hool o
Astromega double~deck coach operated service 8 (Southchurch (White Horse)-Central
Bus Station). : s
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1418 (GJD194N3
1419 (GJD195N

1544 (RPUEB4K)
1550 EWN0559L3
1551 (WNO540L
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All to Bristol Ommibus Co. Lideg
1/85, fleet nuubers 2079-83/6/4/5
respectively (Dristol Country fleet).

All to Citybus Ltd., Belfast, 2/85,

(JVX 555) = Should read bodywork broken up by B.N.P.G., 7/84. (correction to

Sold/scrapped by Miller, Horsham, by 7/84. (see also NS246).
Noted stored at Cambridge (Station Yard), 11/84, after withdrawal

by Bastern Counties, Norwich, RE846,

Removed fromn that location

by 2/85. (additional information to NS250).

Padley, Anwick (N-PSV), ca. 11/75, ex. Moore, Sleaford. (see also
NS222 and NS160 Supplement).
Full details of intermediate owner are Indigo Overland Expeditions
Ltd., London, S.W.1. (N-PSV), (additional information to NS160

Supplement),

Dealer, Cinderford, by 4/84, ex. Seward, Dalwood, and then to
Gray, Church Village. (additional information and confirmation to

NS248),
6/84.

Thé report in NS250 waz indorrect,

Gray, Church Village address changed to Gray, Pontypridd,

The vehicle which passed te

breaker, Carlton, by 3/83, was 1353 (MOO 174), ex. Kinross Plant
Hire (N-PSV). (see also NS231)
Owner is Miles, Benfleet (for preservation), who is a member of
the Eastern National Preservation Group, (correction to NS250).
1416 (GJD199N) = All to Dealer, Middlewich, 11/84.

1414 gGJD197N)
1415 (GIJD1986N)

Ormibus Promotions {dealer), London, Wi10, by 1/65, ex, Cedric,

Wivenhoe-

National Playbus Association, Bristol (N~PSV), 8/80, subsequently
to Kensington & Chelsea Community Dus Association, London, W,10

on loan,
there 11/83,

Returned to National Playbus Association, 5/82, still
Delete reference to Bast Herts Playbus Association.

(clarification of NS239 and earlier notes).

Disposal also quoted as "Tiverton Craft Bus". (see also NS246),

Named "Loft® by Top Deck Travel (N-PSV), London, S.W.5.

Top Deck Travel ILtd., London, S.W,5 (N=PSV), 4/84, ex. Top Deck

Travel Ltd., London, S.W.5, and now named "Viking", (see also NS240/9).
Top Deck Travel Ltd., London, S.W.5 QN-PSVE, 4/84, eX. Top Deck

Travel Ltd., London, S.W.5. (see also NS240/9).

« Is N«PSV with Top Dock Travel Ltde, London, S.W.5. (see also NS242/9).

Believed %o have been dismantled in a boat yard at Southend,
12/81-1/62, engine thought %o have been installed in a boats (see

also N3214).

Sheet Contributions

Contributions to this news sheet were received from A.G. Osborne (C&F), V.J. Cooper
(M128), R, Delahoy (M180), A.W. Meadows (M209), P.W. Harvey (M219), D. Arnold (M379),
JoGe Collins (}405), I. Ranson (M421), J. Rugg (M443), G.G. Toon (M452), J.H. Preston
§M512§, CuMeJ. Paynter (M515), C.D. Sigston (M523), R.A. Dennis (M535), F.G. Spence

M545

s DA Coulson (M568), M, Bullock (M574), S.J. Barnes (M576), G. Huggins (AMI1)

and the P.S,V. Circle. Notes and inforuwation for the March news sheet should be

sent to the News Sheet Editor (address below) to arrive by Wednesday, March 20th.

Published by the Hastern National Enthusiasts Group

33. Goldlay .ioad, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 OEL,
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