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EDITORIAL

THE FUTURE OF THE GROUP
Members will be pleased to learp that following a lengthy and-Retailed meeting held at 
Seven Kings diirihg November, a proposed new Group administration was decided. Officers 
to be appointed are Chaiman & Pounder, Tours Officer, News Sheet Editor, Administrative 
Officer, Publications Officer, Photographs Officer, Pmctiphs Officer and Production ■ 
Officer. Details of the duties.ef these Officers and their-formal election will be 
presented at the next Annual General Meeting in January 1979<>
New Colour Photographs
A new range of 54 colour photographs has been prepared and these will be available at 
the A.G.M, in January 1979* The range includes most current types of Eastern National 
vehicles (including recent special liveries) with samples-of Colchester and Southend 
Transport (including recent hires to other operators). Also featured are- Eastern 
National vehicles operating for other Companies including Alexander (Midland), Hants 
& Dorest, United Automobile and South Wales.
Historical Section
This is an occasional feature dealing with route histories which-appears in the-news-- - 
sheet when space is available. Articles are usually prepared in .advance and used when - 
requited. Howe-ver, since'the Disposal.s section was s-tartad space..has been, at a premi-um 
with the result that an .a;rticle on se':^ice I64. prepa,red. over three years ago-has not 
yet appeared. In- order to remove this, ’'over-matter” before the change of -editorship 
this history has;-been issued as a special news sheet' supplement... We hope that it will 
prove to" be of- interest, ... -. .. .
Essex County Council Timetables : '
The following new timetables (all second editions) have recently been issued 1 
Colchester/Harwich (July 1978)» Chelmsford/Maldon (September 1978): ahd Bishops Stortford 
etc. (October 1978). All 'available from Essex County Council, (addres in NSI7I)

EASTERN NATIONAL OMNIBUS CO. LTD,
New 'Vehicles
1889
1891
1892
1895

BNO679T
BNO68IT
BN0682T
BN0685T

Leyland National II55IA/IR O5629 
Leyland National 11551-A-/1R O5656 
Leyland National 115514/"IN 05657 
Leyland National 11551A/1R 05712

Delivery dates 1889 - 10.78 
1891 - 10.78

Leyland National,... 
Leyland National, B49N 
Leyland National - B49T* 
Leyland National B49F

1892 - 10.78 
1895 - 11.78

The remaining two. Leyland Nationals from the 1978 order,- 1894/5 (BNO684/5T) are 
expected shortly, these will have chassis numbers 05755/4*
The .spectacular grow^th -in the Leyland National fleet may readily be seen when 
it is recalled that the newest Leyland National delivered in November 1978 was 
1784 (PET696R), hence I09 such vehicles have been received in the past two years.
The outstanding Bedford YMT's (1212-7, ENO698-705T) are now expected in 
December (1212/5), January 1979 (1214-6) and February (I2I7).-They will have 
chassis numbers 450556, 451014? 451497? 451515? 451545? 452517 and body 
numbers 918/2752, 2755? 2751? 2754, 2755 and 2756 respectively.

Acquired Vehicles
The outstanding -two Bristol RELH coaches I4I6/9 (GJD199/5N) are riot expected to 'be 
acquired before Spring 1979* .  ̂ '
Certain of the acquired coaches did not carry new fleetnumber plates when observed - 
in late October, I40I (FWC545K) was olDserved on 24.10.78 without fleetnumbers but 
with Eastern National legal ownership, the P.S.V. licence, however, was still credited 
to National Travel (South East) Ltd.
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Most of the acquired coaches are operating without fleetnames, althoti^ I4IO (X00879h) 
r>.aT*VT(3H •EAST'ERM*-.

2751 (Jwc 7 11)
2777 (990 KOO)
2782 (995 KOO) 
2786 (957 LWC)'

2788 (AVX956B)
2789 (AVX957B) 
2794 (BVX67OB-) 
2800 (BVX676B)

carries *EASTEElJ*i 
Vithdravm Vehicles
10.78 1560 (owe 609 

1425 (204 YVX 
1430 (MOO 975,
1444 (LWC 869)
2750 (JVC 710) ■ , .

Re-huilt / Re-seated Vehicles
Conversion of 2858 (OHJ823I)) to a driver training vehicle- (9OO9) is still in progress, 
although virtually completed. Hence the transfer of this vehicle to the Driver 
Training Tleet was premature, the vehicle is still regarded as 2858, (additional 
notes to HSI75)
Since Bristol RLP6B 2863 (RHK348D) was temporarily required for service during 11.78, 
the conversion of this vehicle to a driveh training unit has been delayed, (additional 
notes to NSI75)
Work has just commenced on the conversion of Bristol PLF6G 2861 (RHK346d ) to a Driver 
Training Vehicle. Since this conversion will probably be completed before that of 
2863 (EHK348D) then 2861 will most probably be numbered 9010.
Allocations & Transfers
11.7 8 1201-HD, 1203-BE,.1204-SE, 1340-D/l (d ), 1347-CN, I4OO-PL, I4OI-HD, 1402-BD, 

1403-MN, 1404-CN, 1405-GN, 1406-PL, 1407-PL, I4O8-PL, 1409-BL, 1410-PL,
: : 4 4 11-PL, 1412-PL, 1413-PL, 1414-HD, 1415-CN, 1417-CR, I4I8-PL, 1449-D/L(D),

1451-CN, 1510-Bb, 1529-CN, 1800-BD, 1859-BD, I865-CP, 1869frCR, 1875-CP, 
I876-BD, 1882-MN, 1885-CP, 1886-MN, 1888-CR, 1889-D/L, I89O-D/L, I89I-D/L, 
I892-D/L, 2820-D/L(d ), 2825-D/L, 2861-D/L, 2863-D/L, 2891-HH, 2892-SD, 
2905-CP, 3000-SE, 3003-CN, 3039- M ,  3057-HD, 3059-WG, 3063-BE.

Additional later allocation of new vehicle s I89I - BN,
Allocation of D/L (d ) vehicles by personal observation s HD - 2810/29 PL - 2379.
The open top Bristol KSW’s are D/L in the following locations t 2382 — SD,

2383/4 - PL.
Only siy Bristol MW^s now remain in service, these are allocated as follows s

BS - I36I I ON - 1347, 1440/8/51 5 MN - 1443. ... '■ ..■...
Service Vehicles

■ New Vehicles ' .  ..
The following additional information is now available s
BAR3I6T is a Ford Rigid Truck, chassis number BCDCUS22413» tP .Be used as a
Stores Lorry. ■
BAR317T has chassis number BDWUr'!5726l, to be used as Stores Van (Engineering), 
CPU254T has chassis number BDWUU38303s! to be used as Stores Van (Publicity), 
colour white.

Delivery dates s BAR3I6T ~ 9,78. BAR317T — .9»78 ., . CPIJ254T — ,9«78 
Acquired Vehicles .
Please see Re-built /.Re-seated Vehicles notes concerning 9009 (OPU823D). 
Withdrawn Vehicles i \
10 .7 8 9001 (MOO 1 7 7 )
11.78 NVW56IM Ford Lorry 
Allocations & Transfers
11.7 8 9015 - CP, BAR3I6T - CW, BAR3I7T - CW, CPU254T - BE.

Service Revisions
The following revisions to services have recently been applied for s



40

57

5.
Revised ijiward route to be from Savemake Road via Ilarewood Road, 
Forest Drive,, thence as authorised.
One journey to commence from Woodham Mortimer (Oak Comer),

The following revisions to .fservices have recently been introduced on the dates shown 
below, details will be found, in the appropriate news sheets indicated s

51C (6.7.78, NS172)V^p (l6.10.-78, RS175), 93 <6.7.78, NS172)j 94- (16.10.78, NS175), 
97 (6.7.78, NS172)', '235 (16.10.78, NSI75).

Other revisions'introduced'Recently are as follows g . ; .
40 Withdrav^.-.between Westlands Estate and Oxney Green (Rollestons), 

also revised inward route (2 1,8.78," see also.
82

98
330

504/505

Additional-,: service introduced, by Eastern National and Hedin^iam 
Omnibuses be-^een Colchester .and E i ^ t  Ash Green (Haymills Estate) 
on Mondays to Fridays, (4.9*78) (Pledin^am & Dis-trict now become 
joint operators on service 82)
Section of route via Bradwell Power Station, wi-fchdrawn, (3.7«78)
3jitrbduced 18,9,78, NSI72, Terminals designated as Braintree (Bus Park) 
and Braintree (Great Bradfords Estate).^ :
Extended to new terminal at Laindon (Victoria Road, VRi) following 
completion of widening of King Edward Road. (8,10.78)

In addition five free: customer bus services are now operated by Eastern National to 
the new Asda Super S-feore which opened at South Woodham on 18 October, The seivices 
operate oh Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursda,ys, Fridays and Saturdays and involve one 
re-tum journey in each direction (often duplicated, sometimes triplicated) which 
allow about one and a half hoiirs at the store. Services commence from s BURNHAM (Clock 
Tower, 1000, 40)j WITHAM (The George, 1000, 55)? ROCHFORD (Hi^ Street, 1000, 50)| 
GALLEYWOOD (Barnard Road, 0920, 55)l SANDON (Crown, IO3O, 40), Departure times and 
running times shown in parentheses.
Geneiral
Leyland National 1715 (WNO564D) has now re-entered service with the modified rear end. 
(see NSI75) The rear number plate is on the ri^t hand side of the waistband with a 
centrally placed flee-tnumber plate and garage code. The unladen wei^t as rebuilt is 
8738 Kg, This modification is to be performed with all Leyland Nationals passing 
throu^ Central Works, Chelmsford, Another vehicle dealt with is I768 (MAR790P), 
unladen wei^t 9020 Kg, It is not proposed to list all subsequent modifications ' 
individually,
Bristol FLF's 2782/6 (995 KOO, 937 LWC)*recently withdrawn, have been acquired by 
Ensi^ Bus Co,, Grays and are on loan to- Southend Transport, (q.v,)
COLCHESTER TRANSPORT
Vehicle on Hire ) . ''
Bristol RELL saloon 23 (OWC723M) was returned from Southend Transport in ei^ly 
November, (exact date not known - but between 8,11.78 and 11,11,78)
SOUTHEND TRANSPORT ’ . ■
New Vehicle 
204 UTD204T d Leopard

Delivery date s 204 -
Duple Dominant

10.78

203/4 (UTD203/4D) have been stored at Tickfield. Road Works since deliveiy,)apart from 
test'trials, ,and'hence details are still lacking, - The., new coaches differ ,fyom 201/2 
(lBN261/2p ) Sn having -two speed rear axle's. The Duple body is the deep windscreen 
Dominant 2, with destination box and three track number blind abo-ve the wihdscreen. 
The vehicles incorporate the two shades-of blue applied to.the-other coaches except 
that the application differs in some detail points. The•seats - are not covered with 
Southend Transport moquette, being red and.^brown, (presumably a Duple standard type) 
The vehicled are expected to be licensed in 12,78.

\
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Three more Leyland Pleetline chassis have been delivered, there are now five chassis 
in store at London Road garage awaiting bodies. It has been reported that the body­
work will be of hi^bridge type and not' fitted for O.M.O. operation.
Vehioles on Hire

new 1961
I96I 
1965 

. 1963

2717 HJ LeylandLl ": 612501'. ' Weyttahn B43D
2718 EJ Leyland LI 612502 ■ ' ' ■ W e ^
995 KOO- ■ Bristol FLP6B . . 217.050
937 LWC Bristol ELF6B 217.077 S.CiW. ■ ; LD38/52PD
071 7/a ttt n-rp on hire from Smith & I'lay, Benfleet. from 11.78. The vehicles were ^ 
S t o X ^ o u ? L n r ? r S s p o r ? ^  n^ 2ol/l, lUey are fitted with Southend Transport 
destinatiL blinds (af,ter removal of the covering paintwork), Southend Transport 
number blinds'were still retained.
995 KOO/937 LWC are bn hire from Ensign Bus Co., Grays from 11.78. The vehicles 
were originally Eastern National Opmibus Co, Ltd.,, hos, 2782/6.
The above vehioles aie being used by Southend Transport to cover 
national woridngs which cannot be operated cwtog to severe 1°°®! ^  S a S S d !  
The onen top Leyland PD3's have also been kept licensed to assist when reqm 
It is thou^t that a total of six Bristol PLP’s from Ensign w ^ l  Be used. Further
details will follow when available,
Colchester Transport 23 (OWC723M) was returned to Colchester in early November. 
General
The old Southend Corporation garage, the former t r ^  depot, for
nresent premises in London Road is being demolished and the site is to be useb lor 
f l S ^  shS. The depot had latterly been used by Eastem Electricity, who
moved to a new location in Raylei^ about one year ago,
Daimler Fleetline 356 (WJN356J) reverted to nor^l ^
previously carried the overall Victoria Circus Shopping Precinct livery.
The following vehicles were noted at Tickfield Road Works recently s
Levland PD3 344 (CJN444C) minus engine 5 356 (CJN456C) now converted to a 
in^orange / Learn livery and named Lulu II. The former playbus, ex. Nottingham 
Transport Leyland PD2 10 ATO was still , in evidence although out of use,

k 'artEPW n a t i o n a l dis p o s a l s (By kind courtesy of The P.S.V. Circle, continued 
= . . ■ ■ ■. ~  fromNS175)

1352 (212 YVXl
1353 tMOO 174
1354 (MOO 175;

1357 (owe 606) - 
1359 (owe 608) -

[2735 ’Vx) - 
(2737 yx) - 
(2740 vx) 
[2741 VX) -
(BN0101B) -
(BN0102B) -
(bN0108B) -
[268 GW )  - 
(5O8 HTW) - 
'297 JHK) - 
(803 -  

2737 (EOO 579) -

2742 (EOO 58£) -

Sherbum,
Sherbum.
Sherbum.

Kinross Plant Hire (N-PSV), 4/78, ex. dealer, Sherbum. :

-Tarmac Roadstone (Contractor), Stockton, 5/7®> via dealer,
tS ^ ‘, Garforth (farmer, N-PSV), 5/78, v i a .;dea,lpr, Sherbum. 
Kinross Plant Hire (N-PSV), 4/J8, ex. dealer, ^brbum.
Kinross Plant Hire (N-PSV), 4/78, ex. dealer,- Sherbum...
Kinross Plant Hire (N—PSV), 4/7^9 dealer,
Kinross Plant Hire (N-PSV), 4/78, ex. dealer,
Kinross Plant Hire (N-PSV), 4/78, ex. dealer.
Dealer, Sherbum, 2/78.
Breaker, Carlton, 2/78.
Dealer, Sherbum, 2/78.
Withdrawn by Lewis, Llanerchymedd, 7/77.
Exported to Austria, 5/78, ex. dealer, London W. 0.
Exported to U.S.A., 4/78 ex. dealer, London W.10. _

Hedingham & District, Sible Hedingham, L91, 4/78, ex. dealer,

S S e c S o n  to NS172 s 2741 (EOO 58l) should read 274.2.

Published by the Eastern Nati9nal Enthusiasts Group 
7 Parley Drive, Seven K i n g s , .Ilford, Essex IG3 8LT

11/78
(g p) 200/NS176



EASTEBM MTIONAL ENOPHUSIASTS GROUP

SUPPLEMENT TO MEWS SHEET NUMBER 17.6 . November 1976
Service I64 s Hojfston - Buntingford — Bishops Stortfoird

Service I64 is one of the most \musudl (geographically speaking) services that 
Eastern Nation^ has ever operated. Althoiii^ it was-itfithdrawn in 1953 its history is 
very interesting and encompasses the changes in organisation of many bus Companies 
over several years. In order to trace its history we must:start in I92I. .

At this time services in the country area* to the nprth of London were opera,ted by 
the National Omnibus and Transport Co, Ltd., These seirwices were maintained by "National” 
on behalf of the London General Omnibus ..Co, Ltd, as the result of an agreement signed 
on 21 July I92I, London General vehicles were used to operate the services, these 
carried "National” fleetnames, . . .  \

'The history of service ' 164 had; its begimihgs in Hertford when-the first bus services 
from that toWi starred dn 1 .Jahuaiy 1,921 by Harvey & Burrows (Hertford - Wormley, service 
1 ), A "National” application in March 1921 tp operate seasides in the Hertford area was 
refused by Hertford Council'since they Wished to support loca,l industry. By I924 many 
services were operated by Harvey and Burrows with their "Hertford & District Motor 
Services” yehieles- ih a dark brown and cream livery to destinations inclToding Buntingford 
and Royston^ Hov/ever, In June of that year all their services were taken over by 
"General"'and "Natforial" was now to operate them in accordance with the 1921 a^eement. 
Operation commenced on .7 July I924 as route NJT, Hertford to Buntingford via 
Puckeridge arid Westmill, daily, extended to Royston on Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
via Buckland, There was also another infrequent service, also numbered N5I, between 
Hertford and Royston via Puckeridge, Braughing and Barkway, daily.

Another operator in the Hertford area in later days was Peoples Motor Services.Ltd,, 
of Ware which was founded by W. L, Thurgood, Mr, Thurgood still continued as si coach 
builder and coach dealer after'the eventual demise of .his omnibus Company, Several , 
services were operated by Peoples including a daily service from Hertford to Royston via 
Standon, Puckeridge, Braughing, Hare Street., Buntingford and Buckland, Certain journeys 
were diverted to serve. Great Honnead and-Peoples were the only operator over thie Hare 
Street - Buntingford, road: which was not served by "National".

In'1929» "Nationali" service N3I was improved to become daily throu^out by both 
routes and in 1950 part of the Sunday service from Royston (by either route) was diverted 
at Ware an4 extended to Enfield over "National" service 310. Since this^Sunday 
extension extended, into-...the Metropolitan. Police area it was given service number 3I6 . 
under , the. scheme introduced by Chief Constable Bassoia,

In 1932, the London,'.General Omnibus Co. Ltd., formed a new subsidiary,-.London General 
Country Services Ltd,, to operate its country services north and south, of the River 
Thames, Consequently ,the "National” operated services passed to the new management on 
1 Maroh-1932. This arrangement did<not'last very long, however, as the London Passenger 
Transport Board.faesumed.'.control on 1 July 1933* Subsequently the services operated by 
Peoples Motor Services were transferred to the L.P.T.B. on 30 November.

Meanwhile "National" did riot limit themselves to expansion in the area immediately . 
north of London, Ne-tworks of services were built up in Essex and also in the West 
Country, As the operator expanded it became evident that some de-centralisation of the 
undertakings administration was necessary. In 1929* when several railway Companies 
acquired holdings in the firm the provincial fleet were given more independence and 
re-named after the railway Company whose territory was served by the partictilar fleet. 
Thus' on 28 Pebruary 1929* "Eastern National" (after the London & North Eastern Railway) 
was formed, along with Western National etc.

Returning to the Hertford area in.1933* after the foimation of the L.P.T.B, and the 
absorption of Peoples the services to Royston were all operated m d e r  the route number 
351• Therefore for a very short period, the services of London Transport and Eastern 
Counties connected at Royston, the only instance of such a meeting. Operation to Royston 
was soon withdrawn and all services were c\irtailed at Buntingford. since further north was 
beyond the L.P.T.B, special area. Since Eastern National was the established operator it 
provided replacement services 64 (Royston - Buckland - Buntingford) and 65 (Royston - 
Barley - Puckeridge), both daily. Service 65, however, was shortlived and was withdrawn 
in 1937» Service 64 was extended to Standon (The WindMll) on weekdays from Axigust 1935 
and in July 1957 ii was re-numbered I64 and operated daily throu^out. At the beginning
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of the war, the service was reduced to Wednesday only. A Saturday service between 
Buntingfprd and Royston was re-introduced in I948, and b y '1949 a daily service was once, 
more in operation thro\ighout. At about this time short workings displawd service numbers 
as follows s I64A (Royston - Buntingford) and,l64B (Royston - Chipping). The next year 
the service was extended to Bishops Stortford when the outward garage journey in the 
morning and return journey in the evening were operated as passenger joumeysi The main 
part of the service operated between Royston and Bintingford (Monday to Rriday 3 
journeys, Saturday 6 jotimeys, Sunday 2 journeys) with two single garage journeys 
between Buntingford and Bishops Stortford. G?he service operated via Buckland, Bunting 
ford. Hare Street, Great Hormead, Hare Street, Braughing, Puckeridge, Standon, Horse 
Cross and Little Hadham. The section to Great Hormead was operated as a return spur 
working. By 195^ "tHe Sunday service had been withdrawn. T '

On 1 May 1952 the Midland area of Eastern National was transferred to the Ui^ted' •' 
Counties Omnibus Co. Ltd;, including the routes' serving Royston, 35® (^oyston - Guilden 
Mbi^en — Ashwell — .Biggleswade, Wednesday and Saturday) and 4I (Cambridge — Royston — 
Ashwell - Baldock t. Hitchin, daily). The services from the Eastern National Midland area 
were initially operated"by United Counties vinder their original service numbers, but on 
15 Mfeirch 1953 the former E.N, services were're-numbered, accordingly 35® became United , 
Counties,188, but 4I retained its former number, (see also Group publication E.P.I6) 
However, service 164 .was in a curious position, it was considered to be a Midland area^ 
service (although it did appear in both Midland and Eastern area E.N. timetables) but.it 
was operated from an Eastern area garage. The service was not transferred to United, 
Counties on 1 May 1952 but continued to be worked by Eastern National. There was also an ., 
even more intriguing situation with this curious service.’ On Saturdays, a second vehicle 
was required for the I64 to operate on. the section between Royston and Buntingford. This 
bus interworked with service 35® between Royston and Biggleswade and was provided by the 
Eastern National garage at Biggleswade. After the transfer of the Midland area to United 
Counties, the same pattern of operation was continued with the second vehicle still , 
worked by Biggleswade. Accordingly, Eastern National service I64 was, on Saturdays, 
partially operated by a United Counties vehicle i In mid-1953» however, the section. ; 
bet\^een Buntingford and Roj^ston passed to United Counties and was combined with service 
188 to provide a throu^ Biggleswade — Royston — Buntingford service (as 188) on 
Wednesday and Saturday only, and it has remained as such to date. The section, eastward 
from Buntingford, which was operated only as garage workings was completely withdrawn.

It should perhaps be mentioned at this point that I64 was not the only Eastern 
National service which has connected the Eastern and Midland area territories. After 
the takeover of ’Clavering & District' in I4ay 1938 several replacement Eastern National 
routes were introduced including service 40 which operated between Wicken and Royston 
via Arkesden, Clavering■ and Duddenhoe End. This service, which operated on Wednesdays 
only, was short lived.and was withdrawn in June 1939. (see also NS39) '

The portion of withdrawn section between Buntingford and Standon was covered by 
London Transport service 331. The short spur working to Great Ho3?mead was not covered, 
however, this village was still served by another spur working of PremierrTravel route 26 
(from Brent Pelham in the opposite direction). The section be"tween Standon and Albury , 
TuDcn was duplicated on Thursday only by the service of B.C.Cannon of Puckeridge Ijetweeh 
Braughing ^ d  Bishops Stortford which had been operated continuously by this concern 
since the late -bwenties/early thirties. The short section.between Albury Turn and Little 
Hadham remained unserved but from the latter point into Bishops Stortford the I64 had 
been paralleled by London Transport seiyices 350/A 386 as well as by the service of
Cannon (which diverts between Albury Turn and Little Hadham via Albury village) and also 
the service provided by Biss Brothers of Bishops Stortford be^tween their home to'wn and 
Pumeux Pelham.

Thus the connection, between the Eastern and Midland areas became severed, nearly 
twen-ty years after the formation of the London Passenger Tr^sport Board, the event 
which initially led to its introduction.

I^blishcd by thie Eastern National Enthusiasts Group 
7 Parley Brive, Seven'Kings, Ilford, Essex IG3 8LT
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